
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Issues in Academic Studies Advisory Committee 
 
Charge: To develop plans to assist teachers in making schools, colleges, and universities safe and welcoming places 
for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, gender nonconforming, intersex, queer, and questioning people, and their 
allies to initiate and sustain conversation about the relevance of gendered, sexual, and affectional identities to 
reading and writing lives, to teaching lives, and to the well-being of students; to promote inquiry into issues of 
sexuality and gender identity and expression in the teaching of literacy and literature; to encourage proposals for 
presentation of such inquiry through public meetings such as the NCTE Annual Convention; to support individuals in 
the production of publishable written reports of such inquiry; and to select excellent proposals for inclusion in 
Annual Convention. 
 
What major actions or projects have been completed by your group pursuant to your charge since July 1, 2013?  
 

1. The Committee successfully supported and promoted a range of sessions related to its charge at the 2013 
conference. Representative session titles included the following: 

a. “LGBT 101 for K-Middle School Classrooms” 
b. “LGBT Issues in Education: Coaching Teachers and Students to Combat Bullying” 
c. “It’s Elementary: Changing the World One Film at a Time” 
d. “Straight Talk about Queer Young Adult Literature: Implications for the English Classroom” 
e. “’We the People … Establish Justice’: Social Justice in Our Teaching and Students’ Lives” 

 
2. The Committee continued to work closely with NCTE’s Gay Straight Educators Alliance (GSEA) to promote 

submissions of conference proposals that relate to the Committee’s charge for the 2014 conference. We 
are also in the process of planning for a co-sponsored conference book signing event at the GSEA table in 
the exhibit hall that would feature award-winning young adult novelists whose books address queer 
themes. 
 

3. As in the recent past, the Committee relied on a list of standard topics for inclusion in the conference 
programming through 2015 in soliciting proposals for consideration. The topics include the following: 
 

• “LGBT Issues 101: How to Start Addressing LGBT Topics in Your Classroom and Why It’s 
Important” (Goal: Sessions for Elementary, Middle, Secondary, and College) 

• “Children’s and Young Adult Literature with LGBT Characters and Themes: What’s Available and 
Classroom Use” 

• “Bullying Prevention, Challenging Homophobia, and Supporting Inclusion” 
• “Inclusive Curricula and Language Use” 

 
Toby Emert, Committee Chair, and Craig Young, GSEA representative, attended the conference planning 
session in Washington, DC, in March, 2014, to assist with the development of the conference schedule of 
sessions. They were intentional in their efforts to promote the inclusion of GLBTQ-related programming 
that addresses a range of age and grade levels throughout the conference session offerings. The 2014 
conference program includes more than 35 sessions that focus on topics of relevance to the Committee’s 
charge.  

 
The Committee also worked to create two sponsored sessions that focus on challenging homophobia, one 
featuring a speaker from the U.S. Department of Education and one featuring a speaker from the national 
non-profit organization GLSEN (Gay, Lesbian, & Straight Educators Network). 

 
4. The chair invited new members to join the Committee, in an effort to promote the work of the Committee 

among a broader range of constituencies within NCTE. 
 

5. The Committee supported the nominations of members as candidates for NCTE officer positions (in 
response to action items proposed in 2012-13: “Announce open positions and seek curriculum vita and 
statements from potential candidates to submit their nominations in a timely manner prior to and during 

http://www.ncte.org/annual


conventions” and “Seek convention proposals and office nominations to enhance the LGBT presence in 
NCTE, NCTE conventions, and schools and universities”). (See Committee report from 2012-13.) 

 
What projects, initiatives, or studies are “in progress” at this time? 
 

1. The Committee, in partnership with the GSEA, continues to work to ensure that conference sites include 
easily-identifiable (i.e., clear signage) gender-neutral restrooms. 

 
2. The Committee has a goal of promoting the inclusion of at least one conference session in each time slot 

that focuses specifically on issues related to its charge. 
 

3. The Committee has a goal of having at least one featured speaker slot in the conference program that 
addresses the issues related to its charge.  

 
4. The Committee wishes to continue to increase the number and quality of conference program 

submissions that address the issues related to its charge.  
 

5. The Committee wishes to generate a comprehensive bibliography of publications by NCTE members (and 
others) that relate to its charge. 

 
Strategic Governance and Council Initiatives: Over the past few years, NCTE has established the National Center 
for Literacy Education (NCLE) to study the conditions for literacy teaching and learning and to advance 
collaboration and inquiry among educators teaching literacy in all disciplines. The Council has also done extensive 
work on formative assessment and how teacher knowledge is or isn’t being tapped as new standards are being 
implemented. 
 
How do you see the work of your group contributing to or benefiting from these initiatives? 
 

The Committee’s role, generally, is to promote inclusive practices and issues of equity and equality. These 
seem like key concerns as we consider the “conditions for literacy teaching and learning.” 

 
What additional information do you need about these topics or initiatives? 
 

It would be helpful to know how the NCLE has already addressed the kinds of issues the Committee 
represents as it has worked on the topics of assessment, teacher knowledge, and standards.  
 

http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/groups/lgbtadcom 
 
Toby Emert, Chair 
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